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to answer again and again criticism based on entire igno-
rance of the subject."

The drama was destined to cause its author trouble of a
more serious nature. That party spirit which is the bane
of public life in Austria to-day was scarcely less fierce in
its manifestations eighty years ago, and it seriously
affected the fate of the play. The Czechs regard the career
of King Ottokar as the culmination of Bohemia's national
glory, and Grillparzer's treatment of their hero aroused
their indignation. He received anonymous letters from
Prague threatening his life, and the poet, who was con-
scious of no ill will toward the Czechs, and had merely in-
tended to create an effective literary work, was deeply
wounded. "I really know no longer what to do," he wrote
in his diary. "Whatever I undertake encounters obstacles.
I                    Instead of meeting with recognition, I am held responsible

!                    for the follies of others."   He was utterly disheartened,

and despaired of ever writing another play.   In his dejec-
tion he once more set out on a journey.    He went to
|                    Germany, mainly to see Goethe.ly deep impression.
